
Publish Your Article
Hopefully, your manuscript has been accepted for publication. 
If so, congratulations! While ACS journals follow a rigorous 
review process, they also have some of the fastest publication 
times in their respective fields.

Check to see if your funder or institution requires open access 
publication. Visit ACSOpenScience.org to search for your 
institution and to find out whether you are eligible for Article 
Publishing Charge (APC) support through an ACS Read + 
Publish Agreement. Remember that choosing to make your 
research open access could expand your reach.

Get Reviewed
During submission, you will be asked to provide a list of 
recommended reviewers. The editors will take this list into 
consideration and will invite other experts if the article goes  
out for peer review. 

Your work will be thoroughly reviewed by at least three active 
researchers with the goal of validating and improving the 
content prior to publication. You may be asked to revise your 
manuscript or perform additional experiments. Your manuscript 
could also be rejected at this point.

Submit Your Manuscript 
You’ve chosen your journal, followed the author guidelines, and 
completed your manuscript. Now it’s time to submit. 

Manuscripts submitted to an ACS journal are first checked by 
the Journal Editorial Office. Next they are pre-screened by the 
Editor-in-Chief for scope and significance. An Associate Editor 
then selects appropriate experts for peer review. 

Select a Journal 
Your decision on where to submit should be based on the journal’s 
scope, your funder or institution’s requirements etc—not just 
Impact Factor. Matching your research with the right audience 
will help you maximize your impact. Pay close attention to the 
journal’s guidelines to help expedite handling of your submission.

Stay Informed
 
Science never stands still. Keeping up 
to date on what’s published in your 
field, and where, will help both your 
research and your writing.

Take advantage of all the ACS 
Publications resources that are 
available to help you stay informed. 

Share Your Research
When authors take action to share their research with the 
global scientific community, they help maximize its impact. 

Publishing open access makes it easy to share your work 
widely, expanding your network and opening you up to new 
collaborators and funders. Don’t forget to promote your 
research (and your data) on social media, at conferences,  
and through scholarly communication networks.
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Open Access  
Expands Your Reach

 ■ ACS Open Science Expands Your Reach  
ACS offers open science, and more specifically 
open access, options that expand the reach of your 
research. ACS’s open access program helps authors 
meet their institutional and funder requirements, 
while supporting the broader dissemination of 
science. Learn how to publish open access at 
ACSOpenScience.org.

 ■ ACS Journal Publishing Agreement  
Corresponding authors must review and sign the 
ACS Journal Publishing Agreement ahead of online 
publication.

 ■ ACS Certified Deposit 
If you publish open access under an ACS license, ACS 
Publications will submit the final published article for 
deposit to repositories, while also maintaining and 
providing records to authors to track deposits.

 ■ ACS Articles on Request 
With ACS Articles on Request, corresponding authors 
receive a shareable link for up to 50 free e-prints of 
the final published article during the first 12 months 
following online publication. 

Essential to  
Advancing Science

 ■ ACS Reviewer Lab  
Learn more about the peer-review process in  
ACS Reviewer Lab, a free online education course 
designed by experts. Go to acsreviewerlab.org.

 ■ Publication of Chemical Research 
Make sure your reviewer recommendations  
don’t present a conflict of interest. When in  
doubt, consult resources from the Committee  
on Publication Ethics (COPE).

 ■ ACS Publishing Center  
This hub has everything you need to publish your 
research in ACS journals and track the progress 
of your ACS articles. Review journal guidelines, 
templates, and the process of publishing with ACS 
before you hit “submit.” Go to publish.acs.org.

Tools to Simplify  
The Process

 ■ ACS Paragon Plus  
Our manuscript submission system helps make the 
process straightforward and transparent. Go to 
acsparagonplus.acs.org.

 ■ Manuscript Transfer  
Sometimes an ACS editor determines a manuscript is 
better suited for a different journal. Manuscript Transfer 
lets you move your submission and any completed reviews 
to a new journal seamlessly.

 ■ Unique Identifiers 
All submitting authors must link their ORCID iD in ACS 
Paragon Plus, which enhances the discoverability of 
published research. ACS Publications also supports the 
Open Funder Registry Tool and Ringgold ID to streamline 
publishing data and enhance transparency. 

Explore All Options  
And Their Advantages

 ■ ACS Authoring Services 
Need help with figures, English language editing, 
or translation? Let ACS connect you with experts 
who can help you present your science at its 
best. Go to authoringservices.acs.org.

 ■ ACS Author University 
In this video series from ACS Publications, hear 
from our editor community on tips for scientific 
writing, securing funding, rejection, and much 
more. Go to the ACS Publishing Center.

 ■ ChemRxiv  
Share your early research findings and get 
feedback from the research community ahead  
of submission. Go to chemrxiv.org.

 ■ ACS on Campus 
Learn tips for getting your research published 
and tools for advancing your career at in-person 
events with ACS editors and professionals in 
your field. Go to acsoncampus.acs.org.

Information Resources 

 
 ■ ACS Axial  

Read advice for authors, interviews with top 
scientists, journal news, and article highlights in  
ACS Publications’ blog. Go to axial.acs.org.

 ■ E-alerts 
Use your ACS ID or email address to get free article 
updates from your favorite journals, including a 
daily selection of open access research from ACS 
Editors’ Choice. Go to pubs.acs.org/follow.

 ■ C&EN 
Stay in the know with ACS’ weekly news magazine 
highlighting current issues in chemistry and beyond. 
Go to cen.acs.org.

 ■ Social Media  
Follow ACS Publications on Twitter, Facebook, and 
LinkedIn to keep up with the latest in chemistry 
research. Also, be sure to promote your research on 
social media and tag @ACSPublications for broader 
exposure and engagement.
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Increase Your 
Article’s Impact

 ■ Altmetrics 
All ACS research displays an  
Altmetric attention score, which 
provides a dynamic view of online 
discussion and citation of an article.

 ■ Figshare 
Publish your research data and 
supplemental information in a  
variety of formats for any ACS 
publications paper.

 ■ Conferences and Meetings 
Whether it’s the ACS National Meeting, 
an ACS Publications Symposium, or 
a discipline-specific event, presenting 
your article at a conference can help 
you find new collaborators and funders.

 ■ ACS Supplementary Covers 
Authors whose artwork is selected as a 
Supplementary Cover will be featured 
on the journal website and receive a 
printed poster and high-resolution file 
for use online and in talks.


